M

THE
BRAINDEAD

EGAPRONIE

ESSAYS

GEORGE SAUNDERS

RIVERHEAD BOOKS
New York

LIBRARY
CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, FULLERTON
FULLERTON, CA 92834




RIVERHEAD BOOKS
Published by the Pengunin Group
Penguin Group (USA) Inc.

375 Hudson Street, New York, New York 10014, USA
Penguin Group (Canada), 90 Eglinton Avenue East, Suite 700, Toronto,
Ontario M4P 2Y3, Canada (a division of Pearson Penguin Canada Inc.)

Penguin Books Ltd., 80 Strand, London WC2R ORL, England
Penguin Group Ireland, 25 St. Stephen’s Green, Dublin 2, Ireland
(a division of Penguin Books Ltd.}

Penguin Group (Australia), 250 Camberwell Road, Camberwell,
Victoria 3124, Australia (a division of Pearson Australia Group Pty. Ltd.)
Penguin Books India Pvt. Ltd., 11 Community Centre, Panchsheel Park,

New Delhi—110 017, India
Penguin Group (NZ), 67 Apollo Drive, Rosedale, North Shore 0745,
Auckland, New Zealand (a division of Pearson New Zealand Ltd.)
Penguin Books (South Africa) (Pty.) Ltd., 24 Sturdee Avenue, Rosebank,
Johannesburg 2196, South Africa

Penguin Books Ltd., Registered Offices: 80 Strand,
London WC2R ORL, England

‘The publisher has no control over and does not assume any responsibility
for author or third-party websites or their content.

Copyright © 2007 by George Saunders

Some of these pieces have appeared, often in substantially different form,
in GQ, the Guardian, McSweeney's, the New Yorker, Slate, on Amazon.com,
in the anthologies Take My Advice, Best American Travel Writing, and Best
American Non-Required Reading, and as the introduction for the Modern
Library paperback edition of Adventures of Huckleberry Finn.

Cover design by Rodrigo Corral; Cover art by Getty Images
Book design by Judith Stagnitto Abbate/Abbate Design

All rights reserved.

No part of this book may be reproduced, scanned, or distributed in any
printed or electronic form without permission. Please do not participate
in or encourage piracy of copyrighted materials in violation of the
author’s rights. Purchase only authorized editions.
RIVERHEAD is a registered trademark of Penguin Group (USA) Inc.
The RIVERHEAD logo is a trademark of Penguin Group (USA) Inc.

First Riverhead trade paperback edition: September 2007
Library of Oo:m»..mmm Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Saunders, George, 1958—
The braindead megaphone / George Saunders.—1st Riverhead
trade pbk. ed.
p.cm.
ISBN 978-1-59448-256-4
1. Title.
PS3569.A7897B73 2007
813'.54—dc22
2007006410

PRINTED IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2

Fl

To my parents, on the occasion of their
fiftieth wedding anniversary, with gratitude
for their beautiful example.




THE
BRAINDEAD
MEGAPHONE

D

I find myself thinking of a guy standing in a field in the
year 1200 doing whatever it is people in 1200 did while
standing in fields. I'm thinking about his mind, wonder-
ing what’s in it. What's he talking about in that tape-
loop in his head? Who's he arguing with? From whom
is he defending himself, to whom is he rationalizing his
actions?

.I'm wondering, in other words, if his mental experi-
ence of life is different in any essential way from mine.

What I have in common with this guy, I suspect, is
that a lot of our merital dialogue is with people we know:
our parents, wives, kids, neighbors.

Where I suspect we part ways is in the number and
nature of the conversations we have with people we've
never met.

He probably does some talking to his gods, his ances-
tors, mythological beings, historical figures. So do L. But
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